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replace Abeken, who had begun to grow old and weak.
That ruffled our friend very considerably, and he grew
as red as a turkey-cock as he remarked : * In such
circumstances one can only wish to retire at once on his
pension.' " Bucher further stated that Aegidi had been
recommended by Keudell, whose cousin he had married,,
and who had previously secured him the position at
Bonn after he had failed in Hamburg. In conclusion
Bucher said: " Keudell has already appointed many
useless people and expended large sums upon them.
For example, some time ago he took up a Dane, whom
he employed as an agent and richly remunerated, but
who did absolutely nothing." I recalled the case of
Easch, and B. said that he too had advised against
employing him, describing him as a conceited blockhead
to Keudell, who nevertheless sent him to Garibaldi with
20,000 thalers.

A telegram of the 15th instant from Fabrice states
that the French had demanded in a despatch that the
cordon drawn round Paris should be made complete so
far as the German troops were concerned, as it was
important that the leaders of this criminal undertaking
(the Commune) should not escape the hands of justice.
In reply to the French Government, Fabrice said that
Borel had come to no understanding with the Third
Army Corps respecting a blockade of the city. If the
cordon was to be drawn at an early date, it would have
to be preceded by an arrangement of that kind. The
Chief telegraphed at once that, according to the under-
standing arrived at in Frankfurt, we were bound to
completely isolate Paris as soon as the French desired
it, to permit the Versailles troops to march through our
lines, and to call upon the Commune to withdraw from
the enceinte. We were not bound, however, to